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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace paragraph beginning at line 16 on page 76 with the following paragraph: 

~ Referring to Fig. 1 3b, as described above, a user / network administrator of computer 
system 10 works with network management system (NMS) software 60 to configure computer 
system 10. In the embodiment described below, NMS 60 runs on a personal computer or 
workstation 62 and communicates with central processor 12 over Ethernet network 41 (out-of- 
band). Instead, the NMS may communicate with central processor 12 over data path 34 (Fig. 1, 
in-band). Alternatively (or in addition as a back-up communication port), a user may 
communicate with computer system 10 through a console interface / terminal (840, Fig. 2a) 
connected to a serial line 66 connecting to the data or control path using a command line 
interface (CLI) protocol. Instead, NMS 60 could run directly on computer system 10 provided 
computer system 10 has an input mechanism for the user. ~ 
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Please replace the paragraph beginning at line 3 page 77 with the following paragraph: 

— The NMS and central processor 12 pass control and data over Ethernet 41 using, for 
example, the Java Database Connectivity (JDBC) protocol. Use of the JDBC protocol allows 
the NMS to communicate with the configuration database in the same manner that it 
communicates with its own internal storage mechanisms, including the NMS database. Changes 
made to the configuration database are passed to the NMS database to ensure that both databases 
store the same data. This synchronization process is much more efficient, less error-prone and 
timely than older methods that require the NMS to periodically poll the network device to 
determine whether configuration changes have been made. In these systems, NMS polling is 
unnecessary and wasteful if the configuration has not been changed. Additionally, if a 
configuration change is made through some other means, for example, a command line interface, 
and not through the NMS, the NMS will not be updated until the next poll, and if the network 
device crashes prior to the NMS poll, then the configuration change will be lost. In computer 
system 10, however, command line interface changes made to configuration database 42 are 
passed immediately to the NMS database through the active query feature ensuring that the 
NMS, through both the configuration database and NMS database, is immediately aware of any 
configuration changes. — 
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